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to the statesman who had served her with unswerv-
ing loyalty for nearly forty years. She did not
restore Mm to the Chihli Viceroyalty, but she took
steps to protect his life and to find work for him
elsewhere.

Li?s appointment as Envoy to the Coronation of
the Tzar (1896) was undoubtedly arranged by the
Empress Dowager* at the suggestion of the Russian
Minister, as the best means of placing him beyond the
reach of his enemies, affording him at the same time
a breathing space and an opportunity of recovering
his "lost face. "

For five years after the war with Japan, Li remained
virtually out of office, for the posts to which he was
appointed, after returning from his  tour abroad,
were obviously sinecures or stopgaps.  Les absents on\
toujows tort.   During the summer of his triumphal
progress through Europe and America his enemies had
been busy at Peking, and they had found occasion, in
the very magnificence of the reception accorded to
him by the Governments of the Powers, to suggest
to the Empress and to her courtiers that the Viceroy
had forgotten something of that duty of humble
allegiance upon which Tzii Hsi was ever wont to
insist.   Furthermore, there had been Palace intrigues
and new combinations of parties at Peking in which
Li's interests had suffered during his absence.    li
Iaen~ying, the Chief Eunuch, his close and confi-
dential associate of many years, was still with him in
the matter of the secret Russian combination against
Japan ; for that sleek rogue had quickly realised the
possibilities of that arrangement with all its lucrative
traffic in concessions.  But with regard to the growing
between the Manchus and